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regarding the revenues to be realized from the new administra-
tion of the Central Provinces and the expenses to be allowed
for it, Colonel Elliot, already mentioned, being appointed to be
the first Chief Commissioner.

Colonel Elliot organized the new administration, but was
soon afterwards obliged by ill-health to proceed to Europe; and
Lord Canning offered me the post of Chief Commissioner of
the Central Provinces, which I accepted. My financial chief
Mr. Laing was at that time intending to return to England
immediately after the production of his second budget. When I
jonsulted him as to the expediency of giving up finance for the
present and returning to the administrative line he advised me
to do so; with the characteristic remark that I had learnt the
lesson to be gathered from the rough experience of financial
difficulties and that the heroics of Indian finance were now
)ver. In after years I had much reason to rejoice at having
followed his wise advice.